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§4180.1

Subpart 4180—Fundamentals of
Rangeland Health and Stand-
ards and Guidelines for Graz-
ing Administration

§4180.1 Fundamentals of rangeland
health.

Standards and guidelines developed
or revised by a Bureau of Land Man-
agement State Director under
§4180.2(b) must be consistent with the
following fundamentals of rangeland
health:

(a) Watersheds are in, or are making
significant progress toward, properly
functioning physical condition, includ-
ing their upland, riparian-wetland, and
aquatic components; soil and plant
conditions support infiltration, soil
moisture storage, and the release of
water that are in balance with climate
and landform and maintain or improve
water quality, water quantity, and
timing and duration of flow.

(b) Ecological processes, including
the hydrologic cycle, nutrient cycle,
and energy flow, are maintained, or
there is significant progress toward
their attainment, in order to support
healthy biotic populations and commu-
nities.

(c) Water quality complies with
State water quality standards and
achieves, or is making significant
progress toward achieving, established
BLM management objectives such as
meeting wildlife needs.

(d) Habitats are, or are making sig-
nificant progress toward being, re-
stored or maintained for Federal
threatened and endangered species,
Federal proposed or candidate threat-
ened and endangered species, and other
special status species.

[60 FR 9969, Feb. 22, 1995, as amended at 71
FR 39508, July 12, 2006]

§4180.2 Standards and guidelines for
grazing administration.

(a) The Bureau of Land Management
State Director, in consultation with
the affected resource advisory councils
where they exist, will identify the geo-
graphical area for which standards and
guidelines are developed. Standards
and guidelines will be developed for an
entire state, or an area encompassing
portions of more than 1 state, unless
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the Bureau of Land Management State
Director, in consultation with the re-
source advisory councils, determines
that the characteristics of an area are
unique, and the rangelands within the
area could not be adequately protected
using standards and guidelines devel-
oped on a broader geographical scale.

(b) The Bureau of Land Management
State Director, in consultation with af-
fected Bureau of Land Management re-
source advisory councils, shall develop
and amend State or regional standards
and guidelines. The Bureau of Land
Management State Director will also
coordinate with Indian tribes, other
State and Federal land management
agencies responsible for the manage-
ment of lands and resources within the
region or area under consideration, and
the public in the development of State
or regional standards and guidelines.
State or regional standards or guide-
lines developed by the Bureau of Land
Management State Director may not
be implemented prior to their approval
by the Secretary. Standards and guide-
lines made effective under paragraph
(f) of this section may be modified by
the Bureau of Land Management State
Director, with approval of the Sec-
retary, to address local ecosystems and
management practices.

(c)(1) If a standards assessment indi-
cates to the authorized officer that the
rangeland is failing to achieve stand-
ards or that management practices do
not conform to the guidelines, then the
authorized officer will use monitoring
data to identify the significant factors
that contribute to failing to achieve
the standards or to conform with the
guidelines. If the authorized officer de-
termines through standards assessment
and monitoring that existing grazing
management practices or levels of
grazing use on public lands are signifi-
cant factors in failing to achieve the
standards and conform with the guide-
lines that are made effective under this
section, the authorized officer will, in
compliance with applicable laws and
with the consultation requirements of
this part, formulate, propose, and ana-
lyze appropriate action to address the
failure to meet standards or to conform
to the guidelines.

(1) Parties will execute a documented
agreement and/or the authorized officer
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